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An Americana  
Shabbat and  
Hanukkah  
JOIN US FOR AN AMAZING WEEKEND AS 

SINGER JOE BUCHANAN COMES TO TBE 

Joe Buchananôs music, which the Houston-based 
singer-songwriter describes as ñAmericana with a 
Jewish soul,ò has taken him on a remarkable spiritual 
journey whose next stop will be Temple Beth Emeth of 
Mount Sinai.  
Although Joe Buchanan is 

widely viewed as one of the 
Jewish music worldôs rising stars, 
this will be his New York area 
debut, and we will have two 
opportunities to enjoy his songs. 
Joe will be sharing his 

ñAmericana Shabbatò in a special 
7:30 p.m. service on Friday, Dec. 
15, preceded by a southern-fried 
Hanukkah dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
sponsored by Rabbi Shalhevet, 
complete with fried chicken, latkes and other treats. 
Dinner is free but please RSVP to Leslie Millrod, who 
is coordinating the event, at leslie.millrod@gmail.com.   
If you come for the service, I promise that youôll 

want to come back for more music on Sunday, Dec. 17, 
when Joe returns for a 5 p.m. concert. And, of course, 
there will be more food! Iôll be cooking my usual 
annual buffet dinner for the congregation ï pasta, 
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We are riddled with terrorism, navigate our way 
through government factions and see homeless-
ness and hunger abound. We run through life as if 
tomorrow will not come if we donôt rush to the 
finish line of today.  Or worse ð it will come, and 
we will not be prepared; todayôs ñto doò list will 
be left incomplete, copied and pasted to tomorrow. 
Judaism may seem similar.  We are command-

ed to fast on Yom Kippur, abstain from bread on 
Passover and refrain from work on Shabbat.  We 
are taught to study and follow law upon law,  
commandment after commandment. To the outsid-
er, it may seem pretty heavy. 
Except for Hanukkah. Hanukkah carries with it 

an entirely different dynamic.  We light a beautiful 
menorah and sing Hanukkah songs for eight nights 
ð if we can find the time.  We play dreidel and 
give our children (and ourselves!) chocolate Ha-
nukkah gelt ð if we remember to.  We eat latkes 
and other fried foods ð if our diet so allows.  We 
exchange gifts with family and friends as long as 
we made it to the stores before the holiday.  Me-
norahs, songs, dreidel, chocolate gelt, latkes and 
other fried foods, presents, getting together with 
family and friends ð it all sounds pretty wonder-
ful, doesnôt it?  Fun, even? 
But who has time for fun?  How many of us  

somehow do not find the time to partake in the 
 

many opportunities offered to us during Hanuk-
kah?  Quite frankly, how many of us view it as a 
waste of time?  How many of us just canôt handle 
that much ñfunò?  Eight days of playing, singing, 
and letting ourselves go.  It doesnôt seem to fit in 
with our busy lifestyle.  In fact, it seems outside 
the realm of Judaism. 
We know it is not considered a ñmajorò Jewish 

holiday; it certainly doesnôt come near the ranks 
of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Passover or 
Shabbat.  Itôs a minor festival that brings with it an 
aura of joy and lightheartedness.  But itôs there for 
a reason.  Its purpose goes beyond its themes.  
They are not to be overlooked or diminished ð 
celebrating miracles, seeking the light within the 
darkness, or standing up for what you believe.  
We know that Shabbat comes every week to 

remind us to take a breather, to take time from our 
busy lives to spend a day of rest and introspection.  
And Hanukkah in its modern iteration is no differ-
ent. Amid our busy lives the challenge of Hanuk-
kah is simply to take time for fun.  To take time 
away from work, from our daily chores, from the 
horrors we see on the news.  To take time to dedi-
cate ourselves to singing songs, playing dreidel 
and to celebrating with friends as we participate in 
the modern tradition of exchanging gifts. 
May this Hanukkah be one in which we make 

the time to light the candles and sing songs, play 
dreidel and snack on latkes and gelt, and to ex-
change gifts for no other reason than the smiles it 
brings.  May this Hanukkah be for you a season of 
joy, celebration, and just plain fun. 
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Hanukkah, a festival 

of lightheartedness 
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HANUKKAH FUN! 

TUESDAY, DEC. 12, 7 PM 

Welcome Hanukkah by lighting 

the big menorah at the temple. 

 

FRIDAY, DEC. 15, 6:30 PM 

A Southern-fried Hanukkah 

Shabbat dinner before a special 

service with Joe Buchanan 

 

SATURDAY, DEC. 16, 4-6 PM 

Sing, enjoy hot cocoa and light 

the big menorah at Heritage 

Park in Mount Sinai.  

 

SUNDAY, DEC. 17, 10-NOON 

Itõs latke time! Join us for our 

annual Hanukkah party. And 

come back at 5 for the concert 

and dinner. 

REMEMBER TO BRING 

YOUR  MENORAH  

on Dec. 15 to our 

special Hanukkah 

Shabbat service. 


